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From the Captain:   


In summer Quarters, near Fern Creek, KY, June 4, 1862 (2007)

Compatriots,
A

s I write these few lines we are mid-way thru the campaign and we have already scored a number of memorable moments in the field. It has been a good and fun season so far and there is still plenty more to come. If you haven’t made it out yet there is still a lot of season ahead. Gather your resolve and come out for a good time.  Ahead in this issue is a revised schedule of events and also a new roster of members. We also have information to share on several upcoming events, progress on our website redesign and some other interesting information so please read on and take note and as always, feel free to contact me with any questions.  

It’s time to pack up and hit the trail. I’ll see you in the field!

YH&OS,

J. Stich, Cpt.
J. Stich, Cpt. Commanding
TVB Musters At Eddyville… Huzah for the 10th KY…. Huzah for Byrnes Battery

O

ur annual battalion muster was held in conjunction with the battle of Eddyville event on April 27-29.  It was a fun event that was surprisingly very well attended. There was a fair amount of suttlers, spectators and reenactors and we were camped on good ground.  In order to maintain more accurate numbers on the field Col. Ward had the good presence of mind to pre-designate units to galvanize Federal for the weekend. All Kentucky units in the TVB went as Federal and all Tennessee units were Confederate. We fielded a respectable company as the 10th KY and welcomed a few additions to our ranks from the 6th Indiana.  We had the additional honor of being the Federal color company for both battles. Byrnes was present for the muster representing Federal gunners.  An artillery safety demonstration was put on for the battalion and drill was conducted on both Saturday and Sunday.  All in all it was a good, un-stressful and successful event.

Our Boys in Franklin Score Big… Plan on being at the Carnton Mansion June 22-24 to Celebrate

O

ur boys down in Franklin, TN have helped score a major success in the preservation efforts to save the Franklin battlefield. Members from the 5th and Byrnes battery have been involved in the past in several efforts there to help save parts of the battlefield.  Now a major part has been purchased and saved for future generations. The old golf course and country club around the Carnton Mansion has been demolished.  Our unit will be there on June 22-24 along with other units to help out with a living history. Everyone please make a special effort to come down to Franklin to help with this cause.  Bring along your blue just in case but we plan to be camped as CS.
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E.P. Tom Sawyer Park Is Back On

J

une 30 will be the date for our living history at E.P.Tom Sawyer Park in eastern Louisville.  This event is hosted by Byrnes Battery in conjunction with the Ky. State Parks July 4th celebration. This is a HUGE event attended by thousands of people. We need a strong infantry presence to put on demonstrations.  The park is now under new direction, and the representatives from the State Parks Commissioners office have placed a new and much higher emphasis on our part of this event. They contacted us and asked that we please come back and they have assured us that there would be no repeat of last year (as I said the park is under new direction).  We do expect some members of the 10th KY Co. C US out of Perryville to be there so if there is enough of us there just might be a fight break out. A good showing of infantry is really needed to help get this event rolling. Anyone available please try to make it out. 

5th KY / Byrne’s Battery Night at The Bats Game

T

hanks to our own Pvt. Tom Neilsen (a.k.a. head groundskeeper at Louisville Slugger Field) we have set up a family fun night at a Louisville Bats baseball game.  The Bats host the Scranton / Wilkes-Barre Yankees (Isn’t it fitting that we go on a night when the Yankees invade!). The date will be on Saturday, July 14th with game time at 6:15pm.  Dress will be summer casual (non period).  Slugger field is located in downtown Louisville on Main Street between Jackson and Preston (www.batsbaseball.com  for directions) and is part of an old historic train building. If you haven’t been there you are in for a real treat as this stadium is ranked as one of the finest in professional baseball.  Please let us know if you plan to attend and how many in your family will be coming. Pvt. Neilsen is working on having the tickets donated so a head count would be respectful. The tickets will be available at the will-call window under the name of the 5th KY.  We will all be seated in one area. Lets everyone try to come out and have a great time as we celebrate the boys of summer at a game of rounder’s!
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Conner Prairie Ends in Long Awaited Frocking…

F

or those of you who missed Conner Prairie this year you missed out on a great time on more than one front! The weather was great…the location was great… the event was great… AND we all got to bear witness to the qualifying event for a frocking of a new (well not exactly) member into the famed and fabled FOoFFSoTFK (Fraternal Order of Former First Sergeants of The Fifth Ky).  That’s right, after a long absence for having not qualified, brevet 1st Sgt Brian Mercke (a.k.a. 1st Sgt Monkey) served a whole event and can take his rightful place alongside Gregg, Jim, Bubba, Brian, Bill and myself as he is  here-by honorably frocked into the ranks of the FOoFFSoTFK! Three cheers for 1st Sgt Monkey!

Get Ready for Governors Scholars

G

overnors Scholars program is set for July 21st at Perryville. Once again we have a major role as we will lead the scholars on a recreation of Maney’s charge. This year we will have a little different twist as Byrnes Battery will post on top Parson’s ridge to send out a “welcome” as our scholars charge the ridge.  We can arrive and camp on Friday night. We will set up in the living history area which is off to the right side of the museum in the low tree lined area. Plan to camp light. The busses will start to arrive on Saturday morning at 9am and our program will run from 9am to about noon. We can expect four to five bus groups at about 40 min intervals. The park will provide a box lunch. We are free after lunch. We should be the only ones in the park so we can look forward to a relaxing night to ourselves on Saturday evening. 

Our plan for the scholars is to follow somewhat last years.  Our infantry will all be acting NCO’s. When a bus arrives our NCO’s will hurry the unsuspecting recruits off and quickly form them into two ranks. We will deliver a volley on the enemy and commence our assault, first at common time and then at a quick step, ending with a charge up the hill. All the while our very own “Angles Of Death” will visit upon unsuspecting scholars as they make their way across the valley of death. Once we reach a certain (yet safe) point Byrnes (a.k.a. Stones US Battery) will rear their nasty head and send a fiery welcome. We should end on top the ridge where we will recoup all the scholars and take questions.  If we have enough infantry we will post a squad on top the hill dressed in US coats to fire on the advancing line of our scholars. Once we reach the hill and finish with the first group we can rotate squads so no one has to charge the hill three or four times (trust me on this…it gets real tiring!).  Anyone wanting to come out please check in and let me or an NCO know your intentions.   CPT S.

 5th KY / Byrne’s Battery 2007 Revised Schedule

February 17

Bardstown, KY Rose Cotillion Ball

March  16-18   
Shiloh, TN   National   Reenactment TVB Max Effort
April 27-29      
Eddyville, KY Reenactment   TVB Muster Max Effort

May 18-20

Conner Prairie  Reenactment, Indianapolis, IN

June  22-24     
Franklin, TN  Living History  Carnton Mansion 

June 30             
E.P.Tom Sawyer Park, Louisville  Living History  Byrnes Host Event
July 14              
Louisville Bats Baseball Game (non-period… family fun night!)

July 21
     
Governors Scholar Living History /Educational,  Perryville, KY

August 4                
Shepardsville, KY  Living History 5th/Byrnes Battery Hosts Event

August 24-26
Richmond, KY Reenactment  TVB max Effort ($5)
September 7-9
Munfordville, KY Reenactment (under consideration for change) ($ ?)
October  5-7
  
Perryville, KY Reenactment,  Unit elections ($10)
November is open for a possible road trip. We will look at either Missionary Ridge or Sessionville.   

Bring both US and CS equipment for the Battle of Richmond.
The Telegraph Wires Have Been Replaced!

T

he unit’s website is coming back on-line, and should be up by about 10 June.  After the damned Yankees cut the wires our signals center was down for a while.  Now, Signal Officer Heather Courson has built up a new website using the domain addresses 5thky.net and 5thky.info. (both addresses will take us to 5thky.net).  We can use the website to keep current members up to date on news and events, and we can also use this most excellent tool to let potential recruits learn about the unit.  The new site will give us a place to post the current newsletter, and back issues.  This way folks can download the newsletter, and eventually cut down on the ever increasing cost of printing and mailing.  Naturally we will have information about our unit’s history, and PICTURES!  The web site will include a forum so that people can post messages about a variety of stimulating intellectual topics.  The website will also allow members to have a unit email address.  The site will need folks to review and make suggestions for improvement.

5th Kentucky CSA Leadership_______________________________________

Captain John Stich Cell (502) 817-7711                     First Sergeant Brian Weatherbee (502) 432-6062    

Second Sergeant Bill Sanders (502) 742-6385           Corporal Ed Wolff (270) 497-4720       

  		  The tin cup


5th Kentucky, Co. B Infantry, CSA


Byrnes Kentucky Battery, CSA					                        June 4, 2007
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