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Hdqt’s

5th KY Volunteer Infantry, Co. B






On Campaign, November 4, 2008
Compatriots;

O

ur last event of this campaign draws near and I have a little information to share on it and to report concerning Perryville. 

While we were camped far out of the way at Perryville, we none the less made a good time of it as a company. I am sorry to report however that one of our own Major Mercke of TVB staff fame did suffer a loss due to a fire in his camp. While the unit (and several others) did take up a collection to help ease the loss, we shouldn’t lose sight of the bigger picture…no-one was hurt and we can all take away a valuable lesson on camp safety.  More on that to come.  For now  let’s all get ready to support the last event of the season and make ready to go into winter camp.

Hope to see you all around the fire soon.
YH&OS

J. Stich, Cpt.
J. Stich, Cpt. Commanding
5th Kentucky CSA Leadership_________________________________________

Captain John Stich Cell (502) 817-7711                    First Sergeant David Hosch (502) 261-7061       

Second Sergeant Bill Sanders (502) 742-6385          Corporal Mike Kuchenbrod (502) 742-3088

Corporal Dave Miller (615) 758-0944

Visit the Company website at www.5thKY.net
Election Returns….

F

or all of you who were at Perryville I’d like to thank you for your continued support and my re-election to Captain.  It has been my honor these years to serve in that capacity and I shall endeavor to continue to earn your trust.  I would also like to thank our former 1st Sgt. Brian Weatherbee for his many years in that position and welcome him back into the ranks.  Congratulations are due to your new 1st Sgt. David Hosch.  I do believe you all have chosen wisely as 1st Sgt. Hosch has demonstrate his leadership on several occasions and I believe his to be an excellent choice for our company. 

As has been our tradition the Captain appoints other positions as may be needed.  2nd Sgt. Bill Sanders will remain in his position as will Cpl. Dave Miller representing our Tennessee brothers.  New to this band will be Cpl. Mike Kuchenbrod.  Cpl. Kuchenbrod has many years experience and should serve well in this position.  Also this year I would like to try something new. That is a “rotating” Cpl. position for events where we expect a large number. At these events we will appoint a Cpl. to help out and begin to feel “the heat” if you will.  Finally I have one other appointment. Several members have expressed a concern that I may want to step down as officer soon.  Let me put this rumor to rest and state that I have no desire to step down UNLESS someone else wants to step up… I did it once and didn’t like it much!  I do however understand the very real need for secession planning in leadership so that there is someone trained and ready to take over should the need or desire arise.  That being so, I have spoken with Pvt. Steff about serving as an ”understudy” of sorts and he has expressed his willingness to do so.  He will serve as a 1st Lt. in camp and at times on the field but will also maintain a spot in the ranks should our numbers be small and a rifle be needed.  My thoughts are that at larger events he would accompany me on officer related duties and help on the field, sometimes taking command, learning to lead drill and put up with 1st Sgt.’s and other undignified matters.  This may also give me an opportunity to ‘shoulder a musket’ in line from time to time while he gets some command experience.  In the end this should help to make us a stronger company.

On To Franklin…

T

he next and last event of the season draws near and there are important changes to make note of.  The Franklin, TN dates and location have been changed from our original plan. The dates will be Nov. 29 and 30 at the Carter House in downtown Franklin, TN.  We will be doing a living history and will camp on the grounds of the Carter House.  Troops can arrive on Friday night the 28th if they wish. The main event will be a memorial march on Sunday, November 30. This march honors the men who fought and died in what has become known as one of the war’s bloodiest days. The memorial march is scheduled for around 4 pm on Sunday. Even if you can’t stay for the march it would be nice to have you there for part of the event to help support our pard’s from Franklin, so let’s everyone try to make it out for the last official event of the year!

Camp Safety…

A

s mentioned we had a fire in one of our camps at Perryville which resulted in the loss of several thousand dollars worth of equipment. It could have been much worse! As a result the members of the unit held a discussion at the meeting and it was decided that we should re-institute a few older practices that we have gotten away from.  First, we purchased two canvass buckets to be kept filled with water for camp fire buckets. Also, we will begin keeping a camp fire watch going on Friday and Saturday nights and during the day we will keep someone in camp to keep an eye out.  We’ve gotten lax about this so this incident should serve as a wakeup call for us.  A Cpl. or Sgt. Of the guard will be responsible for making up a duty roster at the events and we can run the details in the same way a camp guard is done.  Everyone also needs to think about how they store their equipment in camp. Powder needs to be secured in cans and leathers and the area around the kitchens needs to be kept clear and open.  Personal items should kept picked up as befits a military camp.  At one of the early events next year we will train on some camp fire safety such as tent ditching for emergencies. 


Surgeons Call…

F

ormer Congressman turned Artilleryman Glen Mercke is at home recovering from back surgery. It’s been reported that all went well but he has been in a lot of discomfort. He is expected to make a full recovery, however we should expect Woody to remain “hobbled”.  We wish him the best and a speedy recovery!  


Welcome to the 5th Ky., Company B, “The Nelson Grays”!


Our unit is a long established and well respected family oriented group, based in central Kentucky.  We portray Company B of the original 5th KY Infantry that fought with valor and distinction as part of the Confederate “Orphans Brigade” in the War Between The States.  We will also don the blue uniform and portray the Union soldiers of the 10th KY US.  We are not racist, war mongers or a hate group.  We are a family group with a military arm for men and a civilian arm for women and children.  We present a living history of this period in an interesting and fun way, setting up period camps complete with marching, drilling, standing guard, and fighting battles.  As re-enactors we seek to honor all the soldiers who fought and died, and to contribute to the preservation of America’s historic battlefield sites.

The tin cup
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