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5th Kentucky Vol Infantry, Co. B   

                     On the march, near Lyndon KY, July 4    
Captains Journal 

Compatriots,

W

e’ve had fine start to this year’s campaign.  Our events have been well attended. We’ve had good weather for the most part (at least while I’ve been in the field!) and a good time for all. Best of all, we still have a lot more to come.  If you haven’t made it out then you have missed memories and we’ve missed seeing you… come on out and enjoy the company.  This is your hobby and your unit so I encourage you to enjoy it!

We have already done several different things this year.  We’ve constructed fortifications and foiled our opponents at Sacramento, made great strides in our camp impression and inspections and created an outstanding camp scenario that brings new life into our camp.  1st Lt. Steff has led gallantly on the field (which in turn means I got to burn powder!) and we’ve helped raise more awareness for preservation efforts for our Tennessee friends.

Coming up we have a long awaited landing of our shore party naval contingent at Corydon in early July, Governors Scholars program on July 25 at Perryville, baseball outing at Louisville Slugger Field on August 15, Battle of Richmond also in August and much, much more so mark the dates and come on out.

I’ll see you all around the campfire.
J. Stich, Cpt.                                                                                                                              J. Stich, Capt., Commanding

Surgeons’ Call:

M
artha Thomas, one of our founding members and wife of Greg Thomas was seriously injured in a car accident in Bullitt County a few weeks past.  She suffered multiple broken bones, including both legs, an arm and hand and several smaller ones.  She had to be extricated from the car and airlifted to the hospital. Martha is recovering and is expected to be in rehab for many weeks to come.

Gene Autry Allen another long time member also is recovering from surgery back in March for colon cancer. Reports are that he is doing well and with a good prognosis. 

Everyone please keep both Martha and Gene in your thoughts and prayers for speedy recovery.

Perryville Reenactment:

L

ast month Capt. Stich attended a meeting as representative of the TVB for this year’s Perryville event in October.  The event has several new battle scenarios and looks to be much improved. I can report that many concerns raised last year were listened to and corrected.  We will be camped on much better ground and the TVB military and mixed camps will be side by side.  Our camp will be in the same area as the civilian mixed camp for the 2004 and 2006 nationals; on the left as you come up the park road.  This is very good ground and will have water and wood located there.  The 5th has been offered to TVB staff as a host unit to set up and lay out camp.  The artillery park will be camped in the same area with easy access for their guns.  This arrangement keeps us all in one area that is close to everything going on and accessible to the public.

There will be restrictions on cars coming and going in camp.  Basically none after 9am on Saturday.  We also want people in camp to remain dressed out and to keep non-period items hidden.  Please go to the Perryville event site for full rules.  A note about registration:  We must register as a unit.  Registration is $5 until July 31, and $10 after that.  Please send your $5 by 25 July to Bill Sanders, 1812 Radnor Ave, Louisville, KY, 40205.  Make checks payable to Fifth Kentucky CSA.  

There are new battle scenarios also and a morning tactical planned for Saturday.  All battles will be held on the park property but we will be recreating the first street fighting of the war by fighting thru the civilian ‘living history’ area on Sunday.
Governor’s Scholar Program (GSP):

T

he Governors Scholars Program is set for July 24-26. The actual GSP program is on Saturday morning July 25 starting at 9am and running thru noon.  We will be camped in the ‘living history’ area behind the museum.  For infantry we generally do this as a ‘campaign’ event and we will plan a Saturday night march and campaign on a remote part of the field for those that want to (Pvt. M bring along your garlic and charms!).  Also, if the opportunity presents we may be able to set up a tactical with the 10th KY Co. B.  Everyone planning to attend needs to check in so we can get a head count. This event is open to anyone in our unit but is restricted to only our unit or invited TVB guest as we will be under a contract with GSP.  Please be thinking about what to do with any proceeds. In the past we have made donations to the preservation fund after covering expenses for powder.

Ahoy Mates!:

O

ur ‘unofficial’ naval landing party from the US Gunboat Louisville has now grown to six with rumors of yet some more to be ‘Shanghaied’.  There will be landing at the Corydon event on July 10-12.  This is a laid back impression that requires very little equipment.  Anyone interested in joining the navy and seeing the world can come out and see what is involved or talk to any of the shipmates… Stich, Sanders, Mercke, Hosch, Kuchenbrod and newest Landsman Steff! 

Richmond - August 28-30:

C

apt. Stich has accepted the overall CS command for this event and will be attending an organizational meeting for it on July 18. In a departure from the past few years we will be attending as CS troops.  The Western Federal Blues will be the Federal troops.  This battle was the largest rout of US forces during the war.  The re-enactment takes place on part of the actual battle field.  As information is received we will pass it along.

Rounder’s:

5

th Ky / Byrnes Battery night out at the ball park will be on August 15 at Louisville Slugger Field. The dress is summer casual.  The Louisville Bats host the Toledo Mud Hens for a 6:15 pm game.  Everyone come out for fun night of America’s game under the stars in downtown Louisville.  Our own Pvt. Tom Nielson is setting this up.  Tom is the Head Grounds Keeper for the Slugger Field.

Battle of Middle Creek:

This event is scheduled for September 11-13. It is located in eastern Ky near Prestonsburg. I do not have any other information on this event at this time.
First Sergeant’s Report:

S

ome of you already know or may have heard that we are trying something this year.  We’ve implemented a “camp impression” for the Company.  It’s like a first person for the camp.  In Sept of 1862 the 5th was garrisoned in Jackson MS for a month.  We chose this time and place, because it allows for a wider scope of uniforms, personnel and equipment in camp.  We also added sign posts into camp stating what to the spectators may expect to see. At Franklin this went over well.  Hopefully these guidelines will help new members trying to put together a new kit and help veterans hone their existing  kits and first person impression.

In keeping with this new idea, we have had some informal inspections.  I have seen  great “display” kits of different varieties in camp.  The attention it draws from spectators really gets them involved.  As motivation we have awarded the best kits at inspection with some type of incentive.  At Sacramento Jesse and Katie had an outstanding civilian display.  At the Eastern Flank Pvt Osborne had a simple, but authentic kit.  In all cases the judging came down to a scrap of trash or a piece of plastic deciding the winner.  All the displays were some of the best I’ve seen in decades.  I encourage everyone to keep up the good work on improving their impression, and sharing with all what they’ve done or are working on. 

The Civilian Perspective - Mail Call and Etiquette Tips From The Era:
L

adies and Gentlemen.  As many of you know we held a mail call at the Eastern Flank event. Letters and packages alike were received by many and I think that, overall, everyone enjoyed it.  The letters brought both good and bad news from the home front, and those lucky enough to receive a package from home were provided with a few small luxuries.  I want to thank everyone who helped so much with the mail call especially Dawn and Dave Hosch, and Janet and John Stich.  I want to put together another mail call for later in the year, possibly Perryville, and I would welcome any suggestions.  

I want to take a minute and share some little know civilian information that will help in all of our impressions.  It is my hope that by using some of these common courtesies, the civilians can be incorporated more into the impression of our Garrison Camp and we will be able to interact a little more with the soldiers and spectators.  Along with the mail call, I want to hopefully start an actual laundry demonstration at the larger events, as well as some other civilian oriented things.  I want the spectators to get an overall feel for the time when they leave our camp and not just the military aspect with a few wives and daughters sitting around.  Again, I welcome any and all suggestions to this.  I’m new at trying to head things up and I definitely will need the help!!!!
Just some common etiquette tips from the era.  Both men and women never used the first name of another adult in public. It didn’t matter how well you were acquainted with that person, you would always refer to that person by their proper title: Miss for an unmarried lady, Mrs. for a married woman to whom you were acquainted, and just Ma’am to a lady you did not know.  Gentlemen would lift their hat off of their head when passing a lady, merely tipping or touching the hat brim was considered rude and not accepted, so they always lifted their hat completely.  If anyone has any suggestions, or ideas please contact me.  My home number is 502-239-0089, or use my email, confederatebug@hotmail.com or Jessica.holden@insightbb.com .
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