Following the battle of Murfreesboro, the Orphans were assigned to Gen. William J. Hardee's Corps, and they were issued battle flags of Hardee's pattern in early 1863 (recent research indicates that this style of flag was probably invented by Gen. Simon Boliver Buckner of Kentucky). The 4th Kentucky was issued a new flag in March 1863, and the Hardee flag belonging to the 9th Kentucky survives today in the family of the final commander of the regiment. The unit designation on this flag is a graphic reminder that the 9th was numbered as the 5th ( 9th / Formerly the / 5th Ky ) for its first year of existence (click here for further info). An artist's rendition of other Kentucky Hardee pattern flags is shown on the cover of the sheet music for the "Kentucky Battle Song," written by Charles Ward of the 4th Kentucky Infantry.   The period engraving on the bugle of the 2nd Kentucky Infantry also shows a Hardee pattern flag.
(Frederick Todd, American Military Equipage, Vol. II (NY: Chatham Square Press, 1983), p. 833; I. Beverly Lake collection; Kentucky Military History Museum; Steve Menefee collection)

US flag 1861-1863 is 31 stars


